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TIEN FENG REPORT ON NATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The September 3 number of Tien Feng has just been received, It is a triple number, of 50 
pages, and is devoted wholly to a report on the National Christian Conference held in Peking 


from July 22 to August 6, 


Francis P, Jones, Editor 


After two pages of editorial summary, Y. T. Wu's 8 page report to the Conference is 
given. This is followed by a complete list of the 232 delegates, The day by day program is 
briefly given. Then there are 21 pages reporting speeches by different persons during the Confer- 
ence, including Wu Yi-fang, Bishop Kaung, H-H, Ts*ui, Ting Kuang-hsin, etc, One page is 
a letter to the Churches, 


The newly organized central body is called Committee of the China Christian Three-self 
Patriotic Movement. A brief Constitution for it is given, and a complete list of the Committee 
io prema (my count makes it 1 39), and of its Standing Committee of 42. Finally a list is 
‘— given of the persons and organizations which sent telegrams of greeting to the Conference, 


For this and succeeding numbers of the Bulletin we will translate as much of the above 
material as seems especially valuable, There is in fact a great deal of interesting material 
here, 


LETTER TO THE CHURCHES 


Under the Lord's guidance we have gathered together from all the churches of China to our 
capital Peking, from July 22 to August 6, where we have held a China Christian all-national 
conference, Now as this conference is drawing to a close, we wish to send greetings to all 
those in China who call upon the name of the Lord, and to share with you the results of the 
conference, 


First we wish to thank God that this conference has displayed the closest unity ever known 
among our Chinese Christians, Almost every church had its delegates here, The whole confer- 
ence was full of the spirit of democratic consideration; on some questions on which it had pre- 
viously seemed impossible to secure agreement, loving frankness and patient discussion brought 
about substantial unity, and this fact has deeply moved and enlightened the delegates, All of 
us had the determination to hold the conference in a spirit of mutual faith and respect, and thus 
bring the churches of China into closer unity, 


The Three-self Patriotic Movement of the Christian churches of China has accomplished 
much during the past four years, Under its leadership the Chinese Christian churches have 
fundamentally cast off imperialistic control, they have begun the process of wiping out imperi- 
alistic influence, the consciousness of all Christians in opposing imperialism and in loving their 
country has been heightened, so that they have taken — in various patriotic movements and 
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in the movement for world peace. The church in New China has a new spirit. These accom- 


Na 


plishments are inseparable from the glorious development of the New China, the support of ihe (pe 


people, the encouragement of the government and the energetic work of Christians, For allo 
this we should praise our Father in heaven, for He is the source of every grace, 


In order to widen and deepen the work of the Three~self Patriotic Movement, we are agreed 
that on the basis of opposing imperialism and loving our country we must take further steps in 
cementing the unity of churches and Christians, 


In order to achieve unity, we must be humble and not think of ourselves more highly than 
we ought to think; we must lovingly and patiently help each other, and get rid of divisive 
sectarian prejudices, 


We know that the Three-self Reform Movement is the concrete expression of Christian op- 
position to imperialism and Christian love for country; it has no purpose to change our creeds 
or our church organization, The word Reform unfortunately suggests to some people the 16th 
Century Reformation which did concern creeds, This has made some fellow Christians unwilling 
to take part in this movement, In order to strengthen our unity, dispel unnecessary fears, show 
more clearly the real nature of the movement to oppose imperialism and love our country, we 
think it is not necessary to hold on to the original name, and so we have agreed to call it the 
China Christian Three-self Patriotic Movement, We have set up a widely representative na- 
tional organization, the Committee of the China Christian Three-self Patriotic Movement, 


The purpose of the Three-self Patriotic Movement is to unite the Christian Church in 
China in the three-self campaign, in positive participation in opposing imperialism and in 
furthering patriotic movements and world peace, We know that the purpose of ‘‘self-govern- 
ment”* is not to unify or modify the organization of the various churches, but to get the 
churches to cut off all relations with imperialism, so that the churches will be ruled by Chinese 
Christians; the purpose of ‘‘self-support’’ is not to interfere in the finances of any church, but 
to cut off all connections with imperialistic funds, so that the complete responsibility for the 
church will be on Chinese shoulders; the purpose of ‘‘self-propagation”’ is not to unify or modi 
fy our creeds, but to wipe out the influence of imperialistic thought, and bring the preaching 
of the church into harmony with the true gospel of Jesus Christ. We should respect the differ- 
ences that exist among the churches in creed, organization and ritual, 


In the name of this national conference we call upon all the Christians of China to uphold 
the constitution, to work with the rest of the people for the establishment of a socialistic so- 
ciety, to take part in the world peace movement, to continue patriotic studies, to purify the 
es 3 the spirit of loving both country and church, and to make the church the temple of 

Lord, 


Brethren, let us in the presence of the Lord count His many blessings to us, and with thauk- 
ful hearts receive from Him the good things of this new time, In our glorious mother-land, 
under the leadership of the Committee of the China Christian Three-self Patriotic Movement, 
let us increase the spirit of unity and work to oppose imperialism, to love our country and 
achieve our Three-self purposes, May the Lord be with us forever. 


China Christian Conference 
August 5, 1954 


COMMITTEE CONSTITUTION 


The constitution of the Committee of the China Christian Three-self Patriotic Movement 
is as follows: | 

1, This organization shall be called the Committee of the China Christian Three-self 
Patriotic Movement, 

2, Its purpose shall be to unite the Christians of China, and stimulate the churches to 
achieve the three~-self goals and to work for world peace. 

3. It will respect the creeds, organizations and rituals of the various churches, and en- 
courage each church in the same spirit of mutual self-respect, 

4. This Committee shall be constituted by election of representative persons by the 
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National Christian Conference, The term of office shall be three years, Members shall de 
eligible for re-election. 

5. The Committee shall elect a Chairman, several vice-chairmen, and a standing 
committee, 

6, The standing committee, composed of chairman, vice-chairmen, and other members, 
shall represent the Committee when the latter is not in session, 

7. The whole Committee shall meet once a year, If necessary, the meeting date may be 
advanced or postponed, 

8, The Committee shall call a National Christian Conference once in three years to 
discuss matters of importance to this Movement, and to elect members of the Committee, If 
necessary, the meeting date may be advanced or postponed, 

9. This Committee may appoint any sub-committees the work requires, 

10, The standing committee shall be responsible for raising the funds required by the 
work of this Committee, 

11, The headquarters of this Committee shall be for the present in Shanghai, 

12, The Constitution shall become effective upon acceptance by the National Christian 
Conference meeting in Peking in July 1954. 


Y. T. WU’S REPORT 
(This report was delivered to the Conference on July 28, after the Conference had been in 
session for about a week.) 


We representatives of the various Christian churches and other organizations are met in 
Peking to sum up the work of the past and discuss plans for the future, For this opportunity we 
give God thanks and praise, 


As we brethren and sisters in the Lord meet here, we should look to the Lord Jesus Christ 
Who is the author and finisher of our faith, The Lord has not hid His light or withdrawn His 
help from us because of our former ignorance and weakness, The Lord is guiding us, and giving 
us grace more than we can ask or think, Let usin the new China continue to accept the Lord’s 
(}rnission, and witness for Him, 


This National Christian Conference is the first meeting of national significance since the 
Peking Conference of May 1951, which was called by the Religious Affairs Office of the Cul- 
tural Bureau of the People’s Government, to consider the case of those churches which were 
receiving help from American mission boards, It is the first conference of national scope since 
the church was liberated and threw off its imperialistic shackles and stood up to establish a real 
three-self church, It is the first conference of national scope in which Chinese Christians have 
shown themselves to be Chinese citizens by manifesting their love for their country, upholding 
the government's plans for socialization, opposing imperialistic aggression and upholding world 
peace, 


We are Chinese citizens, and also disciples of Jesus Christ. In the old China we, with the 
main body of Chinese citizens, were victims of imperialistic aggression, But then we did not 
know, we never imagined that one of the principal reasons for our distress was the use which 
imperialism was making of the Christian movement in China, But now we know it, it is now a 
solidly established fact. Christ's saving mission to earth and imperialistic aggression are oppo- 
site poles of good and evil, For imperialism therefore to make use of the Christian church in 
its aggression is a shame to Christ and His church, and a dishonor to the gospel, 


During the past four years we have uncovered many facts that show that ‘missionaries’ and 
imperialistic aggression against China are inseparably connected, The first ‘*missionaries’’ 
were the forerunners of this imperialistic aggression against China, China was forced to accept 
many unequal treaties, Many of these unequal treaties were planned by foreign ‘*missionaries"’; 
for example, British “missionary’* Gutzlaff (sic!) took part in drafting the Nanking treaty; 
American ‘*missionaries’’ Bridgman and Parker took part in drafting the Wang-hsia treaty; 
American ‘**missionaries’* S,W, Williams and W,A,P, Martin took part in drafting the Tientsin 
treaty; American ‘‘missionaries’’ Ting Cha-li and W,A,P, Martin and British ‘*missionary”’ 
Timothy Richard took part in drafting the Boxer treaty, These ‘*missionaries’’ made use of their 

@ position as preachers of the gospel to obtain through the unequal treaties many advantages for 


